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        			 Hindu monotheists, Buddhist soldiers, and Christian lesbians all challenge what kind of assumptions about religious traditions? 





			 


			perennialist assumptions 



			 


			essentialist assumptions 



			 


			the family resemblance approach 



			 


			bracketing 






 


			 Which of the following is a risk of the comparative approach in religious studies? 





			 


			We may ignore how religious beliefs, practices, and stories have varied across time and space. 



			 


			The comparisons may be offensive to religious practitioners. 



			 


			Religions are not comparable because each is unique. 



			 


			Comparison may limit our ability to have a critical approach. 






 


			 Alan is a college student. He has memorized the five pillars of Islam. Which aspect of religious literacy has Alan started to achieve? 





			 


			an empathic understanding 



			 


			critical engagement 



			 


			a comparative approach 



			 


			knowledge about the world’s religions 






 


			 The Branch Davidians were a small Christian sect led by David Koresh. Most of them died in a violent conflict with federal authorities in 1993. Why are the Branch Davidians not featured in this textbook? 





			 


			The Branch Davidians were a cult, not a religion. 



			 


			The textbook does not cover recent developments in religious history. 



			 


			The Branch Davidians had less influence on the world than the religions that are featured. 



			 


			This textbook only discusses the positive aspects of religion. 






 


			 Sheila is a “Jubu” (Jewish Buddhist) who keeps kosher and attends mindfulness classes. What implications do Sheila’s religious beliefs have for the four-part model of world religions? 





			 


			Religions do not have techniques for solving religious problems. 



			 


			Religious traditions are permeable and borrow from each other. 



			 


			Religious traditions do not postulate problems with the human condition. 



			 


			All religions are different paths up the same mountain. 






 


			 Which of the following is the best example of a technique for achieving a religious goal? 





			 


			a Buddhist monk meditating 



			 


			a Christian protestor picketing 



			 


			a Muslim playing basketball 



			 


			an atheist doing yoga 






 


			 Which of the following is the best example of a religious exemplar? 





			 


			an usher at a church 



			 


			the president of the United States 



			 


			a surgeon at a Catholic hospital 



			 


			Saint Paul 






 


			 Which of the following statements demonstrates the problem-solution model of religion? 





			 


			“Roman Catholic priests must be celibate.” 



			 


			“The Bible is the word of God.” 



			 


			“All humans are separated from God by original sin and require salvation through Jesus Christ.” 



			 


			“Christians should go to church every Sunday.” 






 


			 According to the textbook, what do both New Atheists and perennialists fail to understand about the world’s religions? 





			 


			They are actually paths up the same mountain. 



			 


			Each religion is different. 



			 


			They are all responsible for human misery. 



			 


			Each religion has an essence that defines it. 






 


			 Which of the following statements is an example of “pretend pluralism”? 





			 


			“Although Buddhists and Muslims in Myanmar have been fighting, they are both taking two paths up the same mountain.” 



			 


			“Everyone who does not accept Jesus Christ as his or her savior will go to hell.” 



			 


			“Although Judaism and Islam have historical connections, they are very different religions.” 



			 


			“Diplomats to the Middle East must understand the differences between Sunni and Shia Islam.” 






 


			 Which of the following is a problem with the idea of perennialism? 





			 


			We cannot know anything about religions other than our own. 



			 


			Some religious people reject the idea of perennialism. 



			 


			Perennialsm does not offer a theory of what religion is. 



			 


			Religious people have very different beliefs and practices. 






 


			 The belief that “all religions are different paths up the same mountain” is an example of 





			 


			bracketing. 



			 


			the family resemblance approach. 



			 


			perennialism. 



			 


			a functional definition of religion. 






 


			 Which of the following is an example of the “family resemblance” approach to the definition of religion? 





			 


			Paul Tillich defining religion in terms of “ultimate concern” 



			 


			Ninian Smart’s seven dimensions of religion 



			 


			the claim that there can never be a universal definition of religion 



			 


			the claim that religion is about “spiritual beings” 






 


			 Your friend argues that religion is a way of exploiting poor people and taking their money. This argument is a(n) 





			 


			theory of religion. 



			 


			example of bracketing. 



			 


			substantive definition of religion. 



			 


			form of perennialism. 






 


			 What is one problem with functional definitions of religion? 





			 


			They do not actually define religion at all. 



			 


			They tend to include too much. 



			 


			They tend to exclude too much. 



			 


			They tend to exclude Islam. 






 


			 What is one problem with substantive definitions of religion? 





			 


			They do not actually define religion at all. 



			 


			They tend to include too much. 



			 


			They tend to exclude too much. 



			 


			They tend to exclude Islam. 






 


			 Which of the following statements is a functional definition of religion? 





			 


			Religion is about spiritual beings. 



			 


			Religion is the opiate of the people. 



			 


			Religion is about God. 



			 


			There cannot be a universal definition of religion. 






 


			 There are many definitions of religion. Which of the following statements is true about all of them? 





			 


			They all include and exclude things. 



			 


			They are all wrong. 



			 


			They are all right. 



			 


			They all fail to grasp the spiritual essence of religion. 






 


			 Who said, “There cannot be a universal definition of religion, not only because its constituent elements and relationships are historically specific, but because that definition is itself the historical product of a discursive process”? 





			 


			Charles Long 



			 


			Sigmund Freud 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Talal Asad 






 


			 Who said, “Religion will mean orientation—orientation in the ultimate sense, that is, how one comes to terms with the ultimate significance of one’s place in the world”? 





			 


			William James 



			 


			Paul Tillich 



			 


			Charles Long 



			 


			Mary Daly 






 


			 Who said, “If God is male, then male is God. The divine patriarch castrates women as long as he is allowed to live on in the human imagination”? 





			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Mary Daly 



			 


			Sigmund Freud 



			 


			Charles Long 






 


			 Paul Tillich said, “Faith is the state of being grasped by an ultimate concern.” What kind of expert was Paul Tillich? 





			 


			a theologian 



			 


			a psychologist 



			 


			a sociologist 



			 


			a cultural anthropologist 






 


			 Who said, “Religion would thus be the universal obsessional neurosis of humanity”? 





			 


			William James 



			 


			Mary Daly 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Sigmund Freud 






 


			 Who defined religion as “a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things, that is to say, things set apart and forbidden—beliefs and practices which unite into one single moral community called a Church, all those who adhere to them”? 





			 


			Paul Tillich 



			 


			Mary Daly 



			 


			Emile Durkheim 



			 


			Charles Long 






 


			 Who defined religion as “the feelings, acts, and experiences of individual men in their solitude, so far as they apprehend themselves to stand in relation to whatever they may consider the divine”? 





			 


			Talal Asad 



			 


			William James 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			E. B. Tylor 






 


			 Who defined religion as “the feeling of absolute dependence”? 





			 


			Friedrich Schleiermacher 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Sigmund Freud 



			 


			Talal Asad 






 


			 Who said religion “is the opium of the people”? 





			 


			William James 



			 


			E. B. Tylor 



			 


			Emile Durkheim 



			 


			Karl Marx 






 


			 The English anthropologist E. B. Tylor defined religion as “belief in Spiritual Beings.” Why is the definition considered insufficient today? 





			 


			The spiritual beings described by many religions do not actually exist. 



			 


			It is not possible for scholars of religious studies to prove or disprove the existence of spiritual beings. 



			 


			Many religions do not affirm any sort of spiritual beings. 



			 


			It is impossible to tell whether religious people actually believe in the spiritual beings described in their sacred stories. 






 


			 Which of the following is a practical way to avoid the problem of generalizations? 





			 


			not using terms like “Christianity,” “Buddhism,” and “Islam” 



			 


			repeatedly reminding ourselves that religions are internally diverse and change over time 



			 


			not using the category “religion” 



			 


			not making statements about a religion unless it applies to at least 66 percent of its adherents 






 


			 Which of the following is an example of a “bad generalization” in religious studies? 





			 


			Christianity says to be intolerant toward homosexuality. 



			 


			Islam has five pillars. 



			 


			Buddhists believe in karma. 



			 


			The New Testament was written down before the Quran. 






 


			 Which of the following things can help to minimize the problem of essentialism in religious studies? 





			 


			not using terms like “Christian,” “Buddhist,” or “Muslim” 



			 


			not discussing the problem of violence in religious traditions 



			 


			assuming that the supernatural claims of religious traditions are untrue 



			 


			being suspicious of the categories we use to think about the world’s religions 






 


			 Many scholars argue that the category of “world religions” is problematic because it was invented by Western civilization. Which of the following is an argument for continuing to use the idea of world religions? 





			 


			All cultures described their beliefs and practices as “religion” before they encountered Western scholars. 



			 


			It is inappropriate for scholars today to question scholars of the past. 



			 


			Regardless of the origin of the concept, people around the world now use the idea of world religions, including the legal systems of several nations. 



			 


			The idea of “world religions” is found in the Bible and other ancient texts. 






 


			 Why does the textbook describe the category of “Christians” as a “useful fiction”? 





			 


			Historically, Christianity has helped people to be more ethical, even though biblical miracles are assumed to be fiction. 



			 


			Each church and each Christian is different, but the word “Christians” allows us to discuss all of these churches and people at once. 



			 


			Rulers and politicians have used Christianity to maintain power, even though they do not actually believe in it. 



			 


			When someone claims to be a Christian, there is no way to prove objectively whether he or she is telling the truth. 






 


			 Why can the problem of essentialism NOT be completely eliminated from religious studies? 





			 


			Generalizations of some sort are necessary for communication in religious studies. 



			 


			At its core, each religion does possess an essence. 



			 


			The comparative approach requires thinking in terms of essences. 



			 


			No one is completely free from bias. 






 


			 Which of the following statements reflects the relationship between religion and other aspects of culture from a religious studies perspective? 





			 


			Culture is created by humans, but religion comes from the sacred. 



			 


			Religion is totally unique and distinct from all other aspects of culture. 



			 


			Religion is connected to culture and art, but not technology. 



			 


			Religious influences are embedded in all dimensions of culture. 






 


			 One of the Religious Literacy Project’s three core assertions states, “Religions are internally diverse, as opposed to uniform.” What problem in the study of religion is this assertion meant to prevent? 





			 


			an emphatic understanding 



			 


			a critical approach 



			 


			essentialism 



			 


			perennialsim 






 


			 The statement “Islam is a warrior religion” is an example of 





			 


			bracketing. 



			 


			essentialism. 



			 


			perennialism. 



			 


			racism. 






 


			 Which of the following statements is an example of essentialism? 





			 


			Buddhism is a peaceful religion. 



			 


			There are three main branches of Christianity. 



			 


			Islam is the second largest religion in the world. 



			 


			The Talmud is an important text in Judaism. 






 


			 Which of the following statements best characterizes the relationship between the two ways of talking about religion? 





			 


			Conflict can be avoided as long as each side is respectful toward the other. 



			 


			The nondevotional way of talking about religion should never assume that people’s religious beliefs are untrue. 



			 


			Religious studies scholars should help religious people to become more rational and ethical. 



			 


			Tension between these two ways is unavoidable. The best religious studies students and scholars can do is to be sensitive to the beliefs of practitioners. 






 


			 Historically, which of the following has been a problem when Western scholars of religion apply to the comparative approach? 





			 


			Western scholars refused to read religious texts other than the Bible. 



			 


			Western scholars refused to study the religion of the Navajo. 



			 


			The comparison was biased by Protestant presuppositions. 



			 


			They did not consider that all religions are progressing and becoming “universal” religions. 






 


			 Why does this textbook emphasize stories rather than beliefs to explain different world religions? 





 


			 Which of the following elements serves to balance an empathic understanding with a critical approach in religious studies? 





			 


			knowledge of world religions 



			 


			a comparative approach 



			 


			essentialism 



			 


			bracketing 






 


			 Huston Smith’s book Religions of Man discusses only “religions at their best.” For this reason, some religion scholars felt Smith was lacking in 





			 


			critical engagement. 



			 


			empathetic understanding. 



			 


			knowledge of world religions. 



			 


			a comparative approach. 






 


			 Give two examples of jobs where people might need accurate information about the world’s religions. Write a sentence explaining exactly why this information might be needed. 





 


			 Write a paragraph explaining the four-part model of world religions. What are the four parts and how do they work? 





 


			 The practice of momentarily setting aside our own attitudes and beliefs in order to examine religious beliefs and practices in as unbiased a manner as possible is known as 





			 


			a comparative approach. 



			 


			perennialism. 



			 


			essentialism. 



			 


			bracketing. 






 


			 The textbook presents an analogy comparing different religions to different sports. Write a paragraph explaining this analogy. How does this analogy present an alternative model of world religion to perennialism? 





 


			 In addition to knowledge of world religions, which of the following skills is necessary to achieve religious literacy? 





			 


			the realization that all religions are true 



			 


			a strong moral compass 



			 


			empathetic understanding 



			 


			practice performing religious rituals 






 


			 Write a paragraph explaining what perennialism is, why this idea is appealing to many people, and why it is ultimately problematic. 





 


			 Which of the following is an example of talking about religion in a nondevotional, nontheological way? 





			 


			learning about Jesus in Sunday School 



			 


			interpreting texts in a religious studies classroom 



			 


			a dharma talk at a Buddhist temple 



			 


			studying Torah stories at Sabbath School 






 


			 Religion has been defined in hundreds of ways. Write a paragraph describing some of the specific ways different theorists have defined religion. Then list some of the reasons why all of these definitions are imperfect. 





 


			 What is the “secularization theory”? 





			 


			As societies modernize, they will become less religious. 



			 


			As societies modernize, they will become more religious. 



			 


			As societies become more religious, they will become less modern. 



			 


			As societies become more religious, they will become more modern. 






 


			 Some scholars have criticized the use of generalized categories such as “Christianity” or “Hinduism.” Write a paragraph explaining why there is a controversy over these categories and also why using generalized categories remains necessary in religious studies. 





 


			 Which of the following best summarizes the position of the textbook? 





			 


			Religious people have perpetrated many of the world’s greatest horrors. 



			 


			Religious people have been some of the world’s greatest peacemakers. 



			 


			It is inappropriate to claim that religious people are responsible for violence. 



			 


			Religion matters because religious people are responsible for actions of great violence and peacemaking. 






 


			 Write a paragraph explaining what essentialism is and why it is a problem in religious studies. 





 


			 Which of the following best demonstrates why religion is important for understanding global economics? 





			 


			During the Hungry Ghost Festival in China, “money” is burned for the ancestors. 



			 


			Jesus told a parable about servants who were given talents to invest. 



			 


			Islam prohibits earning interest on loans and there are nearly two billion Muslims. 



			 


			The Buddha rejected material wealth. 






 


			 Memorizing knowledge about the world’s religions is not sufficient to achieve religious literacy. Write a paragraph listing the other three elements of religious literacy and why they are important. 





 


			 Which is the only major religion that puts a strong emphasis on beliefs? 





			 


			Islam 



			 


			Christianity 



			 


			Buddhism 



			 


			Judaism 






 


			 Which of the following is an essential part of all religions? 





			 


			stories 



			 


			God 



			 


			salvation 



			 


			meditation 






 


			 Name one example of a situation where people talk about religion in a devotional way and one example of a situation where people talk about religion in a nondevotional way. Be as specific as possible and make sure it is clear which is which. 
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			 Although Christianity emphasizes belief, many other religions do not. However, all religions have sacred stories. Stories also serve an important function in orienting people to the world.
 
 



			 


			B



			 


			A



			 


			 There are many acceptable answers to this question. Diplomats need to understand the religions of countries where they are dispatched. Businesswomen and men need to understand the religious customs of economic restrictions of foreign markets. Military strategists and peace workers need to understand religious conflict around the world. Medical professionals need to understand religious practices that involve medicine, death, and dying.
 
 



			 


			 According to the four-part model of world religions, each religion has 1) a problem it postulates with the world, 2) a solution for solving this problem, 3) one or more techniques for achieving this solution, and 4) exemplars or people who have used this techniques successfully in the past.
 
 



			 


			D



			 


			 Whereas perennialism argues all religions are paths up the same mountain, the textbook presents a problem-solution model of religion in which each religion has its own problem that it seeks to solve in its own way. So just as runs are only scored in baseball and touchdowns are only scored in football, each religion is pursuing its own goal. The goals cannot be equated with each other. Similarly, one cannot state which religion is “best” because religions are not attempting to solve the same problem.
 
 



			 


			C



			 


			 Perennalism is the idea that all religions–despite their differences–are actually different expression of one single religion. This idea is often presented as the metaphor of “many paths up the mountain.” This idea is appealing because it means no religion has to be “wrong.” There is also an idea that wars of religion could have been prevented if those involved had been perennialists. The problem with perennialism is that it is demonstrably false: religions disagree on fundamental issues, not minor ones. Perennialism actually makes religious violence worse, because it is assumes the religious differences underlying religious conflict are irrelevant and do not have to be understood.
 
 



			 


			B



			 


			 E. B. Tylor used a substantive definition of religion, defining it in terms of “spiritual beings.” Karl Marx used a functional definition of religion, defining it in terms of what it does (the opiate of the people). All definitions of religion exclude some things and include other things. Substantive definitions of religion tend to exclude too much and functional definitions of religion tend to include too much. For these reasons, theorists such as Ninian Smart and Catherine Albanese have moved to a “family resemblance” approach in which religions contain a number of dimensions or factors.
 
 



			 


			A



			 


			 Religious studies scholars hope to avoid the problem of essentialism. Terms like “Christianity” or “Hinduism” suggest that these traditions are homogenous when in reality each religious tradition contains countless variations in belief and practice and has changed over time. However, it is still necessary to have words like “Christianity” in order to have discussions about these traditions in the same way that the word “fork” is necessary even though each fork is different. In this sense, “Christianity” is a “useful fiction” that allows us to communicate and analyze. Furthermore, the problem of essentialism is not eliminated by using smaller and smaller categories, as each individual Christian is different.
 
 



			 


			D



			 


			 Essentialism is the assumption that religions are reducible to an unchanging “essence” independent of time, place, or context. “Muslims are violent,” “Buddhists are peaceful,” and “Christians hate homosexuals” are all essentialist statements. Essentialism causes us to resort to religious stereotypes and blinds us from the diversity that exists within each religious tradition. It also prevents us from understanding how religions change over time and intersect with other aspects of culture.
 
 



			 


			C



			 


			 In addition to knowledge about the world’s religions, religious literacy also requires an empathetic understanding, critical engagement, and a comparative approach. Empathetic understanding is necessary so that we can understand adherents of other religions and interact with them effectively. Critical engagement is necessary so that we can see both the good and bad sides of religious traditions to understand how they work in the world. A comparative approach is necessary both to balance empathy with critical engagement and because we naturally learn about things by comparing them to other things.
 
 



			 


			B



			 


			A



			 


			 Situations where people talk about religion in a devotional way could include Bible study, dharma talks, Sunday School, or Sabbath School. Situations where people talk about religion in a nondevotional way could include a religious studies classroom, a history classroom, or even a diplomatic briefing.
 
 





        




    





    







